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OF   GKEAT  BBITAIN. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING, 

February  21si,  1877, 


RESOLUTION. 


[That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association  it  is  most  undesirable  on  the 
rwoewal  of  Treaties  with  Foreign  Countries  to  rely  solely  on  the  most 
favoured  nation  Clause,  but  that  in  e\'ery  case  direct  provigion  should  be 
made  for  the  special  resources,  industries,  and  trade  of  the  contracting 
countries  ;  and  that  representation*  to  this  ^ct  be  made  to  Her 
Mtgesty's  Government.] 

Mr.  E.  M.  BoYNTON  (New  York)  said  timt, 
from  the  invitations  of  many  of  the  distinguished 
representatives  present,  and  from  the  sKght  but 
kindly  reflections  of  the  representative  frt)m 
Moirtreal, — of  whom  the  Americans  were  proud, 
and  who  had  many  friends  in  the  States  as 
he  had  in  Canada,  — he  felt  called  upon  to 
give  a  word  of  reply.  First,  let  him  say  that 
their  Canadian  laws  were  not  so  entirely  free 
trade  and  redfnroeal.   If  he  attempted  to  intro- 


•.  ...duce.ajTjr.  gf  his  goods  into  Canada  he  had  to 
::]pdfASaiKfy)20  per  cent  duty. 

:  A  -ii-lS^  -  :DoBELL  (of  Canada):  I  beg  pardon;  it 
**is'ff6w*only  17^  per  cent,  {laughter). 

Mr.  BoYNTON :  That  was  a  very  slight  reduction. 
Seventeen  and  a  half  per  cent  duty  1  Why,  he 
noticed  in  a  Report  of  one  of  this  Association's 
Committees,  it  was  stated  that,  on  the  importa- 
tion  of  ceramics  into  France,  a  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
was  charged,  which  was  considered  a  prohibi- 
tory duty.  He  thought  the  restriction  with  re- 
gard to  the  passage  of  Canadian  barges  was  very 
injurious,  and  might  be  modified,  for  he  believed 
it  created  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling  throughout 
that  country.  New  York  had  undertaj^en,  in  the 
Fulton  patent,  and  in  many  instances,  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  over  her 
waters,  and  she  had  ever  since,  in  her  vast^  canal 
policy,  jealously  guarded  it  by  her  local  law; 
but  the  right  of  eminent  domain  was  clearly 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
no  doubt  any  wrong  would  be  redressed. 
Having  quoted  from  the  resolutions  passed  by 
the  National  Board  of  Trade  of  America  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint  Commission  to  arrange 
some  system  of  reciprocity,  he  said  that  what 
that  system  would  be  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
'  tell.  The  question,  altogether,  was  a  most 
dijOacolt  one  to  deal  with.   If  Canada  was  abso- 


lately  independent,  the  United  States  could  deal 
With  her  with  absolute  reciprocity,  but,  as  she 
was  connected  with  Great  Britain,  the  whole 
question  of  free  trade  and  of  tariffs  came  in.  In 
dealing  with  a  question  which  seemed  to  excite 
as  much  interest  in  their  country  as  in  England, 
he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  observe  that, 
in  the  first  place,  England  is  not  so  badly 
hurt  as  they  were  constantly  telling.  Some 
id  them  might  be  surprised  when  he  said 
that    the  imports    from  Great   Britain  tod 
Owdada  into  the  United  States  in  1875,  which 
was  the  only  full  report  he  had,  amounted  to 
2194  millions  of  dollars.    He  had  not  before 
him  the  reports  and  tariff  of  the  five  years 
preceding  their  war,  but  he  had  a  knowledge  of 
what  their  total  importations  were  during  those 
.free  trade  years,  the  average  being  .^331,816,967 
from  all  lands,  and  from  this  he  judged  that  then 
present  English  importations  were  ftiUy  equal  to 
what  they  were  during  the  five  years  pre- 
ceding the  war,  1856  to  1861.   Under  a  con- 
itition  of  Buch  absolute  free  trade  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  were  compelled 
to  go  into  the  markets,  and  Ikhtow  money 
at  12  per  cent  discount  to  carry  on  a  Goverti- 
ment  not  costing  20  milHon  pounds  a  year.  It 
was  true  that  the  import  trade  of  the  United 
States  had  grown,  American  exports  to  England 
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alone  now  exceeding  $400,000,000.   It  might  be 
true  that  Great  Britain  had  not  participated  in  the 
improvement  as  largely  as  she  desired,  owing, 
perhaps,  to  the  United  States  tariff;  but  that 
she  had  absolutely  lost  all  her  trade  with  them 
was  an  eiror.   It  seemed  to  him  that  a  country 
whose  sceptre  was  over  300  millions  of  persons 
absolutely,  whose  carrying  trade  covered  the 
waters  of  tlie  world,  and  whose  manufacturers 
were  leading  in  human  civilization,  had  but  little 
to  complain  of.  If  they  had  watched  the  wonderful 
advance,  during  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  of 
British  trade  and  business,  he  thought  the  repre- 
sentatives of  such  mighty  productive  wealth 
there  assembled  had  but  few  &vours  to  ask  of 
any ;  but  let  him  say  that  the  kindly  settlement 
of  the  Alabama  Claims,  and  the  participati<Mi  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  United  States  Centennial,, 
had  caused  an  entire  revulsion  of  feeling 
throughout  his  country ;  in  their  7,000  newsr 
papers  it  was  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  any 
reflection   upon   the  Gov^nment  of  Great 
Britain,  such  as  used  frequendy  to  occur,  and 
their  school  boys  did  not  read  or  dediium 
anv  such  reflections,  but  the  entire  feeling  of 
America  was  turning  back  with  refluent  waves 
towards  the  mother-land.    (Applause,)   He  ad- 
mitted a  strong  tariff  sentiment ;  there  was  also  a 
powerful  free  trade  sentiment  in  theUnitedStatets 
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and  he  behoved  he  might  say  that  a  revision  of 
tiie  tariff  would  take  place,  not  perhaps  in 
the  interest  of  any  state  or  class,  not  perhaps,  in 
the  interest  of  any  comitry  outside  his  own,  for 
they  were  a  selfish  people  like  others,  not  in  the 
interest  either  of  protection  or  of  free  trade,  but, 
in  his  judgment,  in  the  interests  of  revenue 
alone,  would  a  new  tariff  be  created,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  articles  upon  which  duties  were 
now  levied,  come  in  duty-free.   The  operation 
of  the  existing  tariffs  in  regard  to  the  India- 
rubber  industry  and  the  ivory  industry  were 
cited  by  the  speaker  as  instances  showing  how 
American  trade  and  manufactures  were  injured, 
and  other  lines  in  some  cases  tiansferred  to 
persons  of  questionable  character,  and  there 
would  eventually  be  a  revision  that  would 
result  in   a  tariff  more  sensible  than  now 
existed.   He  asked  them  to  remember  that  the 
present  tariff  was  forced  upon  the  country  by 
the  exigency  of  a  mighty  War,  that  employed  in 
dll  three  miUions  combatants,  that  lost,  in  all  its 
aftpects,  seven  billions  dollars.    "  Now  universal 
pmce  prevailed  in  America,  debt  is  reduced, 
wealth  doubled,  credit  assured,  improvements 
would  be  rapid,  and  there  was  no  conflict  of 
opii^n  that  that  tariff'  must  have  an  ample, 
complete,  and  intelligent  revision.   So  far  fr^m 
Great  Britain  having  exclusive  grounds  of  com- 


pUdnt,  he  reminded  the  assemhly  th«yt  the  va&t 
export  trade  of  American  cereals  was  not  carried 
under  the  beautiful  flag  of  his  own  country^ 
but  in  English  bottoms.  By  the  admirable  tables 
of  the  Xew  York  Chamber  <»t'  Commer^'e.  we 
learn  that  in  1661  neaily  three-qnai  terh  ol  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  Uinted  States  was  done  by 
Americsui  ships,  which  cleared  to  the  extent  of 
6,165,924  tons,  foreign  2,624,005  tons.  Durifig 
the  war,  in  three  years  America  lost  her  fordgn 
trade,  and  only  3,095,000  tons  remained  ;  and 
even  now  three-fifths  of  our  12,000,000  toBS. 
carrying  trade  was  in  EngUsh  and  tbreigi^  ships. 
When  they  heard  animadversions  on  the  award 
of  so  much  to  America  for  Alabama  and  Idndred 
privateers — we  answer,  "  You  gave  us  a  paltry 
pound  per  ton  of  lost  shipping" — three  millions 
of  paltry  pomids,  which  had  won  back  the  heaxt 
of  America  to  England,  let  th^  reply  1^ 
it  was  one  of  the  noblest  strokes  of  policy 
ev«r  adopted — ^it  had  done  more  than  could  have 
been  done  by  a  thousand  battles  to  win  back 
America  to  the  mother-country,  and  what  was 
then  begun  had  been  continued  by  the  support 
England  had  given  to  the  Centennial  celebra- 
tions.   In  conclusion,  he  wished  to  be  allowed 
to  say  that  England  should  send  more  and  more 
representatives  of  her  great  commercial  bodies, 
like  that  now  assembled  here,  to  consult  on 
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these  subjects ;  merchants  met  not  as  par- 
tbMns  or  citizens  of  any  country  when  tiiey 

assembled  thus  to  discuss  the  great  questions 
brought  before,  them.  The  subjects  they  had 
debated  here  wer<^  of  equal  interest  to  them  in 
America.  an<l  luaiiv  of  the  resohitions  passe^l  ' 

here  rt^fleeted  the  transactions  of  his  own  people 
at  home.  He  again  expressed  a  hope  that 
England  would  send  her  eomniiercifil  mm  to 
meetuigs  of  the  Boards  of  Trade  in  the  United 
States,  and  he  assured  the  Assodalaon  tba*  if 
that  was  done  it  would  be  their  endeavour  in 
America  to  extend  to  any  delegates  from  tMtf 
country  the  same  hospitality  and  overwhehnnig' 
kindn§^s  which  he  himself  had  received  here. 
{Applcmse.) 

[In  the  continued  debate,  a  distinguished 
Member  of  Piarliaraent  spoke  somewhait  ^larf^ 
of  the  American  system,  and  insisted  that  the 
United  States  was  the  most  depressed  o€  all 
natioiis  at  the  present  time,  in  consequence  of 
their  prolsecting  tariff.] 

Mr.  BoYNTON  regretted  to  listen  to  error  from 
one  who  had  instructed  so  ably,  especially  as  he 
was  sure  tfee  misti&e  was  unintentional,  And  not 
unfriendly ;  yet,  as  an  American,  he  could  not 
listen  to  unjust  reflections  upon  his  ocwtttry, 
wh^  an  answer  was  so  easy,  and  treaties  com- 
pletely possible,  even  from  the  Pretectioft  point 
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of  view.  And,  little  as  we  think  it,  in  this 
resolution  for  revision  of  treaty,  with  a  view 
to  enforcing  commercial  intercourse,  we  were 
not  carrying  out  the  Free  Trade  spirit  as  he 
understood  it. 

Mr.  BoYNTON  said  he  regretted  exceecUngly 
'  the  necessity  of  replying  to  the  errors  of  that 
/learned  and  instructive  delegate.   The  United 
/  States  had  not  been  depressed  by  its  tariff — 
I  unless  doubling  the  accumulations  of  the  United 
/  States  in  the  £ive  yeai^s  succeeding  the  close  of 
/    the  war  in  1865  meant  depression.    He  had 

b^ore  alluded  to  the  war  loss  of  sev^  billions, 
nearly  half  the  wealth  of  the  United  States,  by 
oensus     1860,  yet  1870  showed  a  rating  of  one- 
thii'd  of  a  hundred   billions.    When  did  any 
country  so  quickly  recover?   Hie  loss  of  one 
\    million  brave  young  men,  who  died  for  freedom 
\    and  their  flag  in  our  fratricidal  strife,  the 
\  wounding  of  an  equal  numbei',  the  diversion 
of  one  and  a  half  million  producers  to  the 
battle  and  the  siege  during  the  first  five  years, 
would  ruin  any  other  nation.    Yet,  so  far 
from  bankruptcy  ensuing,  the  succeeding  seven 
\  years  are  unexampled  in  the  material  pro- 
\  gross  of  his  country.   Their  railroads  doubled, 
Veaching  at  present  78,000  miles !    Their  mUls 
doubled !     Their  mining  doubled  !    Poverty ! 
why,  the  distinguished  gentlemen  should  stand 


with  him — as  he  had  stoods--«t  Lak«  Superior^ 

and  see  the  thousands  lifting  that  matchless  ore 
from  the  very  surface  of  yonder  mountain,  that 
could  supply  the  world  for  ages.  And  it  could 
not  be  denied  that,  instead  of  a  single  cargo  in 
1861,  now  eight  hundred  thousand  tons  of  ore 
are  shipped  from  that  remote  point  of  Michigan. 
Mb8oari,Pennsylvmiia,  Ohio,andSottthemState8, 
showed  immense  progress,  and  to  smelt  iron  and 
manu&cture  goods  they  had  moi«  coal  thaa  aU 
^e  rest  of  the  world  in  America.  The  vibration 
of  the  present  panic  was  only  temporary,  th^ 
progress  real.  One  merchant  in  seventy  had 
^ed,  but  not  from  Protection,  for  in  specie- 
paying  Canad%  under  JB^ngland's  own  sceptre, 
instead  of  the  frightful  failure  of  one  in  seventy 
it  was  oiie  in  thirty-two.  {Sematim.)  Are  United 
States'  securities  the  lowest  in  your  markets  ? — 
lower  than  South  America  and  European  coun- 
tries ?  He  was  annoyed  by  that  accidental  state- 
ment— most  depressed."  You  aU  know  tii«f 
ar@,  the  favourite  investment  next  to  English 
consols — that  our  credit  is  justly  high^  than  tlie 
armed  and  over-loaded  nations  of  Europe.  We 
have  peace,  are  free  from  your  Eastern  complica- 
tiiXDUk  We  have  prosperity  founded  on  the  in- 
dustryj  ©aiterprise,  and  above  all,  the  intelligence 
of  our  people  baoked  up  by  our  boundless 
resources.    The  castle  and  gai'den  wall  of 
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Protection  might  be  lowered  m  we  adraneed  oiuf 

manufactures  to  the  markets  of  the  world,  but 
tiro  ^nikuro  ol*  Proteetion  maak  be  founded  <»i 
other  theories  than  lack  of  progress  in  wealth 
$m4  credit  You  hm*  a  ^a^  ih$sk  ha»  h»»AV*»i* 
th^  buttlie  and  riie  bireeze  <>|  a  iJiousand  wars  ; 
ibr  nine  Iraiidred  and  fifty  years  you  were 
resolute  FroHeetioiiists,  tiU  you  woii  tke  market 
and  carrying  trade  of  the  world;  We  have 
sktoim  you  oar  fo^t  C^t^Mnai,  and  are  Ad- 
vancing toward  yom-  position  quite  as  fast  as 
yon  witt  hare  reason  to  dei»re.  We  expect 
to  lead  in  one-fifth  the  time  it  has  taken  you. 
(Applauge).  The  United  States-  having  doodled 
its^  mauufactures  and  mining,  in  dehance  of  war 
and  panic,  they  in  the  last  decade  had  justly  won 
eredit  above  other  nations.  The  South  would  be 
the  fii-st  to  battle  for  the  flag  in  danger.  Even 
Gmeral  HiU  of  Qeoip^  received  the  repubhcffii 
votes  for  his  recent  patriotic  words.  President 
Gruit  reqmres  no  guards.  There  are  in  America's 
Congress  no  repudiationists,fio  traitors ;  all  loved 
the  nation's  £ime,  and  would  guard  her  honour. 
{Agfplause.) 

In  Thursday 's  disefi88i<m  of  the  English  patent 
system,  and  in  response  to  complimentary  allu- 
aons  to  the  American  systemv  Mr.  £.  M.  Boytiton 
said "  The  United  States  issued  about  15,000 


patents  last  year,  in  ail,  nearly  200,000  were  in 
the  Patent  Office,  unlike  the  English  system,  all 
well  examined  and  passed  by  experts,  as  law 
required  it.    In  his  experience  American  fees 
were  alwm*  sixty  d^^lWs^  ii(idu4iug  attoriit^^^^ 
fees,  theii-  Gov«'riiiueiii  tee^  being  luilf  iJie  sum 
or  thirty  declare.   ffi»  experi^iee  in  an  fiiglish 
patent  had  been  S8O0  expended,  over  half  being 
English  revenue  stamps  for  one  patent  and 
first  tax.   The  United  States  did  not  beheve  in 
a  prohibitory  duty  on  the  brains  of  inventors.*" 
Three  things  contributed  much  to  America's 
power :  her  hundreds  of  thousands  of  teachers 
in  their  fi*ee  schot^s,  moulding  the  minds  0( 
youth ;  their  fifty  thousand  preachers  and  free 
pulpits,  teaching  virtue;  their  inventors,  ad- 
vancing the  material  progress  of  men— these 
were  secrets  of  their  greatness  and  progress  mi 
the  United  States. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  E.  M.  BOINTOI^, 

OF  XBW  TOBK, 

AT  THE  DINNEE  GIVEN  BY  THE 

OF  THE  BRITISH  EMPIKE, 

AX 

THE  WESTMINSTER  PAUCE  HOTEL,  LONDON,  ENGUND,. 

February  21st,  1877. 


He'thanked  the  distinguished  g^tlemen  who 
h»d  toasted  him  and  his  countay,  and  only  re- 
gretted that  the  American  Ambassador,  Mr. 
Herpont,  was  not  there  to  reply.  He  also  ex- 
pected an  associate  delegate,  Mr.  Groom,  of  New 
York,  to  represent  the  National  Board  of  Trade 
of  America.  However— as  an  old  clock  once 
belonging  to  George  Peabody's  mother  told  him 
by  its  ticks— there  were  American  merchants 
whom  England  delighted  to  honour  who,  like 
Peabody,  never  made  speeches.  His  experience 
of  England  was  a  succession  of  surprises.  On 
his  first  night  here  he  had  been  permitted  a  seat 
(m  the  floor  of  the  Parliament  House,  and 
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]»tened  to  the  very  MistmctiYe  debate  on  Lidian 
finances,  trade,  and  resources.  And  here  we 
listen  to  the  noble  Lord  Salisbury,  who 
was  the  delegated  absokite  ruler  of  that<  won- 
derful land.  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  ruled  less  ' 
tium  ten  millions  of  people ;  Xerxes  never  filly 
millions ;  Imperial  Rome  scarce  ever  a  hundred 
millioifii ;  and  at  my  side  k  a  Chri^ian  Goveinor- 
General  of  India  who  rules  absolutely  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millions,  ten  thousand  miles 
away.  It  crushes  a  Bepublican  to  think  of  such 
personal  responsibility.  What  it  would  be  to 
feel  it  he  did  not  know,  but  he  waS'  sure  liiat^the 
Bible,  which  Queen  Victoria  gave  as  the  secret  of 
England's  greatness,  must  be  his  guide,  and  that 
God  his  helper,  to  succeed  in  meeting  his 
responsibility.  He  was  glad  to  know  that  not 
one  of  the  sixty  thousand  Englishmen  in  IncUa 
could  strike  the  poorest  native  without  liability 
to  answa*  h^<m  a  magistrate  to  English 
law. 

'  A:merica  is  ^ree.  They  had  some  civil  troubles, 
from  abolishing  an  ancient  institution — slavery 
—in  fifteen  States.  The  work  of  freedom  it  took 
England  six  hundred  years  to  accomplish  has  been 
compelled  in  the  past  twelve  years.  Statesman- 
s^p  was,  hower^,  (fringing  up  in  those  States ; 
the  love  of  peace  and  pride  of  country  found 
neir  es^raKdeu  reoen%  where  least  expected. 
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Natiier  ex«ciltioB  nor  coBfiseation  followed  ^liir 

war,  in  which  three  millioD  soldi^  smoerely 
battled.  No  right  hands  of  the  conquered  were 
severod  on  the  scafiSold ;  all  would  now  shiold 
the  nation's  honour  if  threatened  from  abroad ; 
while  their  President  sl^  secmiy  withimt 
soldier  or  sentinel. 

Mr,  Boynton  did  not  wonder  at  our  pride  of 
country,  this  beautiful  land,  hlled  with  such 
memories  as  cluster  round  Westminster  Abbey. 
Yet  the  poets,  statesmen,  heroes,  scholars,  and 
history  of  Britain,  was  shared  by  their  children  in 
•America.    W&  ancestors  came  irasa  Britain  to 
Massachusetts  two  and  a  half  centuries  ago,  yet 
m<»re  and  more  was  England  honoored  in  New 
England  and  the  United  States — your  great  dead 
men  walk  and  l»eathe  the  air  of  America.  The 
church  and  the  school  were  abroad  in  his 
cotintry,  and  the  masters  of  English  literature 
were  read  quite  as  much  there  as  are  here 
Longfellow  and  Whittier  and  iBryant  and  Holmes. 
We  ha^e  no  suoh  grand  antiquities  of  human 
hands  in  America ;  but  if  any  here  present 
landed  at  Halifax,  they  might  ride  in  coie  di- 
rection nearly  four  thousand  miles,  en  route 
to  thev  Padfio  states — ^visit  New  York,  the 
commercial  port  of  the  continent,  and  other 
large  youi^  cities — crossing  .wide  states  and 
prairies  of  hmitlefls  fertility— swe^  on  swift 
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palac^  trains  over  many  mountain  ranges  higher 
than  the  Alpine  passes  trod  by  Hannibal  and 
Napoleon.  Yet,  they  had  a  few  antiquities. 
When  Adam  was  yoong  their  great  Californiared> 
wood  trees  had  sprouted.  {Applause.)  When 
the  morning  stars  sang  the  song  of  creation, 
their  Niagara  joined  in  the  chorus.  (Applause.) 
England  owned  the  Canadian,  we  the  American 
half  of  that  four  thousand  feet  wide  of  mingled 
falling  waters.  And,  as  he  had  often  looked  at  the 
blended  mountain  of  spray  <hat  rose  to  the 
clouds  fiom  Niagara,  the  sun-blaze  on  its  fore- 
head, linking  the  rainbows  round  its  throne,  was 
to  him  a  symbol  of  perpetual  peace  between 
England  and  America.  To  promote  such  peace 
and  reciprocity  and  good- will  should  ever  be 
an  object  of  his  young  life.  (Applause,) 
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